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All my life, I’ve been 
afraid that someday my 
life as Spider-Man would 
come back to haunt me 
and harm the ones I love. 


And now...now 
my apartment is gone, 
burned to the ground, 
and Aunt May’s home.., 
her HOME...iS gone... 


Not because of Spider- 
Man, but because of 
Peter Parker's mistake. 


she’s lost 
everything... 
everything. 


How do T live 
with myself 
after this? 
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I EXPLAINED... ; 
WELL, AS MUCH AS I VV THIS ISN'T 
COULD. I THINK THEY'RE "OLR FAULT, 
GOING TO HAVE MORE : 
QUESTIONS LATER, BUT 
FOR NOW, IT’S 
ENOUGH. 


TELL THAT TO 
MY CONSCIENCE... fF 
OR AUNT MAY. 


DID YOU TRIED, FAILED. 
TRY TO TALK I BARELY OPENED MY 

TO HER? MOUTH AND SHE JUST... 

TURNED AWAY AND 
KEPT WANDERING AROUND JUST 
WHAT'S LEFT. I CAN’T on GIVE HER TIME 
EVEN LOOK HER IN ” THAT'S ALL 7 
THE EYE. 


SHE’S STUNNED, 
PETER. WE ALL ARE. 
ONCE SHE’S HAD A 

CHANCE TO PROCESS 
EVERYTHING-- 


THE POLICE SAY THEY CAN HAVE SOMEONE --I DON’T KNOW WHAT 
KEEP AN EYE ON THE PLACE TONIGHT, SCARE I WOULD DO WITHOUT YOU 


OFF ANY LOOTERS UNTIL WE CAN DO A SOME DAYS, MJ. WITH ALL 
THOROUGH SEARCH FOR ANYTHING THAT THIS, I'M JUST...IT’S LIKE 
SURVIVED THE FIRE. IF IT TAKES A WHILE, I'VE SHUT DOWN. THIS IS 


WE CAN HIRE A SECURITY GUARD-- { THE WORST THING IN THE 
WORLD, MJ. 


--AND WE'LL 
HAVE TO FIND 
A PLACE FOR 
ALL OF US TO 
\ STAY. 


WOULD BE IF I LOST 
YOU. EVERYTHING ELSE, 
I CAN HANDLE. 


THE WORST 
THING IN THE WORLD... 


YOU HAVE 

TO BE STRONG 
99% OF THE TIME. 

ONCE IN A WHILE, 
IT'S GOOD FOR ME 
TO CARRY THAT ONE 
PERCENT...5O YOU 

DON’T HAVE TO. 


DID YOU 
SEND FOR 
A LIMO? €— 


PAID FOR IT 
OUT OF THE 
MONEY FROM My [SS 
NEWSPAPER NO, 
ROUTE. I HAVE NO 
IDEA, IT-- 


GN 


GOING TO BREAK YOU 
OF THAT “MISTER STARK” 
HABIT. IT’S TONY. AND 
YOU MUST BE MARY 
JANE. 


YES, T... 
IT'S GOOD TO 
MEET YOU. PETER’S 
TOLD ME SO MUCH 


WHEN T 
HEARD WHA THANKS, IT’S... WELL, IF YOU'VE GOT 5 
HAPPENED, I SOT A LITTLE OVER- A FEW SECURITY GUARDS \S —= 
HERE AS FAST AS WHELMING. O SPARE, WE COULD USE ALREADY ON 


I COULD. I’M THEM TO KEEP AN EYE /THEIR WAY. BUT THAT'S 
SO SORRY. ia I’M NOT ON THE PLACE-- NOT WHY I’M HERE. YOU'RE 
SURPRISED. << GOING TO NEED A 
THAT'S WHY I PLACE TO STAY FOR 
CAME, TO OFFER A WHILE. 
MY HELP. YOU’RE 
ONE OF THE 
AVENGERS NOW, 
SON, AND WE 
LOOK AFTER 
OUR OWN. 


CAN’T TAKE 
CHARITY, MR. 
ST--TONY. 


NOT OFFERING 


ANY. 


YOU TO MOVE 
g INTO AVENGERS 
TOWER. ALL 


YT WON'T 
// TAKE NO FOR 
y AN ANSWER. IT'S 
THE LEAST WE 
CAN DO. 


PETER? 
WHERE’S AUNT 


AUNT 
MAY? AUNT 
MAY?! 


SS . 
SHE MUST'VE 
GONE UPSTAIRS...BUT 
THE FIREMEN SAID THE 
FLOOR COULD GIVE 
OUT ANY SECOND-- 


Stupid, stupid...you 

could see she was in AUNT 

shock, you shouldn’t MAY? AUNT 

have let her out of . MAY, WHERE 
your sight. 4 > ARE YOU? 


ae 


I knew 
THE BED... F ; 
IT’S FALLEN it, she's 
INTO THE in shock. 
BED FRAME-- 


ee | ae 
OKAY, j A --I'M NOT 
gic’ oe y SENILE, I’M se JN 
‘ j / SHOCK, AND I 
AND I’LL-- NOW 
PLEASE LIFT THE 
BED. 


THERE'S 
You NOTHING TO CLEAN 
HAVE TO UP, AUNT MAY, NO POINT 
HELP ME WITH ] TO MAKING THE BED, 
THE BED. IT'S GONE, IT'S-- 


READ ONCE 
THAT BECAUSE THEY 


STARTED MAKING 
MATTRESSES FROM FIRE- 
RESISTANT MATERIAL, THE 

BED-FRAME MIGHT BURN 
AND COLLAPSE, BUT THE 
MATTRESS WOULD 
JUST SMOLDER AND 
FALL ON ANYTHING 
UNDER IT. 


AND THAT’S 
WHEN I DECIDED 
TO KEEP IT HERE... 
JUST IN CASE. 


DECIDED W 
TO KEEP WHAT ) 
HERE, AUNT 
MAY? I-- 


7 THIS |S 
ALL I NEED. 


| NOTHING ELSE 


_ MATTERS. 


THE 
FIRE CAN 
HAVE THE 

REST. 


f YOU KNOW, 


SOMEDAY THEY'RE 
GOING TO FIND A WAY 
TO BOTTLE THE 

STRENGTH OF THE PARKER 
WOMEN...AND ON THAT FF 
DAY...THE CRIMINALS OF 

THE WORLD BETTER 
LOOK OUT. ‘ 


«BUT YOU'RE 
SO IF YOU it 
CAN GIVE ME A LIST seit APOCT FING 
OF ANYTHING YOU NEED... 
CLOTHES, TOILETRIES, 
WHATEVER...L_ CAN HAVE 
THEM PICKED UP AND 
BROUGHT HERE. 


PETER...THIS 
FEELS SO WEIRD... 
LIKE I'M WALKING 

INTO A DREAM. 


Ms, YOU Nj 
DON’T KNOW 
THE HALF OF 

3 IT 


SAY HELLO TO LADIES, I'D LIKE \__/ SPIDER-WOMAN, 
YOUR HOME AWAY FROM YOU TO MEET JESSICA DREW...AND NOT LEAST, STEVE 
HOME. EVERYBODY, LOGAN, A.K.A. OVER THERE, LUKE ROGERS. 
MAY AND MARY- WOLVERINE. CE. gem. 


Sey | 
el 

3 
e 


y HUSBAND, BEN, SAW 


YOU ONCE, DURING THE 
WAR. HE WAS JUST A BOY, 
OUT OF MP SCHOOL, 
BUT IT MEANT SO 
MUCH TO HIM. 


ARE 
THOSE PICTURES 
OF YOUR 


HUSBAND? 


PERHAPS 
YOU CAN SHOW 
ME SOMETIME. 


SO THAT'S 
YOUR WIFE, 
RIGHT? 


en ARE STRONG ENOUGH 
WOU AA VOOR TO BEAR THE SECRET 
NEPHEW Hine TOLD || THAT YOU CARRY. YOU'VE 
Ue oe MUen GUIDED HIM INTO BECOMING 
wea VOU. A FINE YOUNG MAN, 
AND THAT'S A GREAT 
ACCOMPLISHMENT. 


ooh y—IT IS? I 
MEAN...YES, I 


MEAN... THANK 


3 0 LOOKS LIKE 
ss OLD RED, WHITE 
BE HONORED, ) anp BLOOMERS 
THANK YOU. ¢ FOUND HIMSELF 
A GROUPIE. / ces 
SENSE...THEY’RE 
BOTH FROM THE SAME 
GENERATION, 
RIGHT? 


TERRIBLE WASTE OF 
A PERFECTLY GOOD 
BABE. 


IF YOU'LL COME THIS WAY. 
| Ore May PARKER, ee” YOUR ROOM IS JUST DOWN 
— JARVIS, HE KIND OF RUNS THE THE HALL AND TO THE 2= 
PLACE. HE CAN SHOW YOU = SS Ic) THANK YOU... 
TO YOUR ROOM. 4 * i : —— I’M AFRAID I'M 
Fr | r SHAKING LIKE A LEAF. 
THESE PEOPLE, 


TLL BE ~ THEY-- 
AROUND LATER a WELL, 
IF YOU WANT | ; THEY'RE JUST 
TO TALK. : S0-- 


YES, 
AMAZING, 
AREN’T 
THEY? 


DIFFERENT WAS THE WORD I 
WAS THINKING OF. AND DIFFERENT 
CAN BE EXCITING, BUT ALSO A 


TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH, 
MADAM, NO, I DON'T. AND 
IT'S QUITE REFRESHING, 


BIT INTIMIDATING. I MUST SAY, MS. 


PARKER. 
IT'S NICE TO 
BE ABLE TO TALK TO 
SOMEONE A BIT MORE 
LIKE ONE’S OWN SELF, 
DON’T YOU THINK? 


( PLEASE... 
: CALL ME 
BECAUSE LIVING UP MAY. 
HERE ALL THE TIME, I’M 
GUESSING YOU DON’T 

HAVE MUCH OPPORTUNITY 
TO TALK WITH SOMEONE 
LIKE YOURSELF, DO YOU? 


YEAH... 
APPARENTLY TONY 
RAN OUT OF THE REALLY 
NICE ROOMS, SO WE'LL 
HAVE TO MAKE DO WITH 
THIS OLD THING. 


WOW. IT’S 


JUST... 
WOW. IT’S 
GORGEOUS. 


BUT DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
I LIKE BEST? FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, I’M LIVING 
INSIDE YOUR WORLD. I'VE 
ALWAYS IMAGINED IT, 
THOUGHT ABOUT IT, 
EVEN HAD IT COME OUT 
AND TOUCH MY WORLD 
FROM TIME TO TIME... 
BUT NOW I’M 
INSIDE IT. 


AND YOU 
KNOW WHAT? 

IT FEELS GOOD. IT 
MAKES ME FEEL 
CLOSER TO 
You. 


THEY'RE 
GROWN-UPS. YOU 
WOULDN'T BELIEVE 
HOW MANY WOMEN 
WOLVERINE BRINGS 

AROUND. 


IF A KISS 
MAKES EVERY- 
THING BETTER, 

THEN HOW 
MUCH BETTER 


RIGHT...AND 
THE ONE THING I 
DON’T EVER 
WANT TO DO-- 


YOU KNOW WHAT TL 
THINK WOULD MAKE 
YOU FEEL EVEN 
CLOSER? 


BUT...IT’S 
THE MIDDLE 
| [{ OF THE DAY, 
AND THERE ARE 
PEOPLE OUT 


YEAH...AND 
FROM WHAT I'VE 
SEEN OF SOME OF 
THEM, IT’S A DARNED 
GOOD THING HE HAS 
A MUTANT HEALING 
FACTOR. 


=-(5 
TO WASTE A 
PERFECTLY GOOD 
BABE. 


"BESIDES, IT’S A QUIET DAY 
AROUND HERE, AND I LEARNED 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM... 

BECAUSE THEY NEVER LAST.” 


LATER, /ACROSSTOWN 


BEAUUUUUUTIFUL... 


AND I’M 
GOING TO LOOK 
EVEN BETTER TO 

YOU IN JUST A 

MINUTE. 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE ANOTHER 
GLASS OF 
CHAMPAGNE? 


I GO TO THE 
BATHROOM. 


NOW, YOU JUST KEEP THAT 
ENGINE RUNNING, AND I’LL 
BE 


GONNA BE THE 
BEST I EVER HAD. 
AND I HAD ALL 
KINDS OF 
WOMEN...EN. 


THE FIVE OF US, SEE... 
WE DIVIDED UP THE 
COUNTRY...NOBODY SAID 
BOO. NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
L.A., DALLAS AND...OH, 
YEAH...MIAMI. I ALWAYS 
FORGET MIAMI. 


BEFORE US...IT 

WAS JUST A BUNCH OF 
OLD GUYS RUNNING AROUND 
IN THESE FUNNY ASS CLOAKS 
SAYIN’ THEY WERE GONNA RUN 
THE WORLD...AN’ THEY JUST, 

LIKE...DISAPPEARED. LEFT 

THE WHOLE STRUCTURE 

BEHIND. \ 


AND WE... 

WE TURNED THIS 
INTO THE BIGGEST 
SYNDICATE ANYBODY’S 
EVER SEEN. THE 
MONEY...OH, 
MAN... 


AN’ YOU...YOU DO WHAT 
YOU SAID...AS GOOD AS 
YOU SAY...AND YOU CAN 
HAVE AS MUCH OF IT 
AS YOU WANT, 
BABY. 


YOU’VE GOT 

7 YOURSELF A DEAL. 

NOW, DRINK YOUR 

RINK, AND I‘LL BE 
RIGHT BACK. 


SUSPECTED, THEY'RE 
PROCESSING THE DRUG 
MONEY THROUGH A 
COMPANY IN THE CAYMAN 
ISLANDS. MAYBE AS MUCH 
AS A HUNDRED MILLION 


PER YEAR. i 
s <li 
ONCE HE’S | 
OUT, I'LL BOOT \ff 


SEE WHAT ELSE 
ly I CAN FIND. 


SOUNDS 
SEXY. SO NO 


YOUGODDIT... Fy 


CHANNEL 
OPEN. 
WHAT’S YOUR 
STATUS? 


SITUATION 
NOMINAL. 


NO. IT’S ALMOST TOO 
BAD. THEY CAN CALL 
THEMSELVES WHATEVER 
THEY WANT, BUT AT THE 
END OF THE DAY THEY'RE 
STILL SMALL-TIME 
HOODS. 


THE GOOD 
OLD-BAD OLD DAYS 
COLONEL FURY LIKED 
TO TALK ABOUT ARE 

DEAD AND GONE. 
ee 


AND GONE. 
MOST APT. A 


JUST...SPINNING... 
ROUND AND ROUND AND 
ROUND...FEELS LIKE... ff 
LIKE I’M GONNA FALL 
RIGHT OFF THE 
PLANET. 


FALL OFF THE 
PLANET? 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE TOO 
WEAK TO HOLD *y 

ON. 
HIM OUT. IN HIS 
CONDITION, IT 
SHOULDN'T BE 


aut 


BY NOW, I’M SURE 
THAT EVEN THE SLOWEST 
OF YOU HAS COME TO 
REALIZE THAT YOU WILL 


AH, I SEE 
THE LAST OF 
YOU IS AWAKE 
AT LAST. 


Lyi 


ONCE, WE WERE 


ay 
NEVER LEAVE THIS ROOM 
A POWER TO BE RECKONED 
WITH. THE BAREST WHISPER OF 


ALIVE. THE QUESTION 
--WHO IS DOING 
THIS TO YOU? 
= 
OUR NAME WAS SUFFICIENT TO 


YOU CAN’T UNRAVEL [5-- 
STRIKE FEAR IN PLACES WHERE 


FEAR HAD NEVER BEFORE 
BEEN KNOWN. WE STRADDLED 
THE WORLD ON LEGS OF 
FIRE AND STEEL. 
BUT 
MISTAKES WERE 
MADE, INCLUDING 
THE GREATEST 
MISTAKE OF 
ALL. 
WE 
UNDER- 
ESTIMATED 


UR 
ENEMIES. 


IN FIGHTING 
WE WERE BACK, WE EXHAUSTED 
* DEFEATED, REPEATEDLY, OUR RESOURCES, BECAUSE 
Sel AND WITH DEFEAT COMES WE HAD NOT COMPENSATED © TERMINATION...OR 
Ses A LOSS OF RESPECT, A FOR THE STRENGTH OF OUR , TRANSFORMATION. 
TERMINUS OF FEAR. , OPPOSITION. IN THE END, 
; WE HAD ONLY TWO 
; CHOICES. 


; S...WE 
DISAPPEARED-- 


--AND ALLOWED THE 
ORGANIZATION FOR 
WHOM SO MANY OF US 
HAD SHED OUR BLOOD 
TO FALL INTO THE 
HANPS OF MEDIOCRE 
MEN. 


MEN OF GREAT 
AMBITION BUT 
SMALL DREAMS. 


MEN... 
LIKE YOU. 


--NEVER 
REALIZING, NEVER 
UNDERSTANDING -- 


JUST AS YOU WERE A MEANS TO 
AN END. OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS, 
YOU HAVE FILLED OUR COFFERS WITH 

ALL THE MONEY WE WOULD EVER 

NEED TO REINVIGORATE OUR 

ORGANIZATION...TO RESTRUCTURE, 

REGROUP, RETHINK AND-- 


THROUGH YOU, WE 
ALLOWED OUR LEGACY 
TO BECOME TRIVIAL... 
TO BECOME ABOUT 
THEFT AND SYNDICATES 
ANP DRUG IMPORTATION 
ANP MONEY LAUNDERING. 
NO DIFFERENT FROM A 
HUNDRED OTHER 
SYNDICATES, RUN BY 
GRASPING, DESPERATE 
MEN WHO BELIEVE THAT 
MONEY IS THE GOAL-- 


--THAT MONEY IS 
JUST A MEANS TO AN 
END. ONE OF MANY. 


\, 


MN 


--RETURN. 


WHICH IS 
WHAT WE DO, 
YOU SEE. 


WE SHALL NEVER 
BE DESTROYED. 


——— 
oe 


CUT OFF ONE LIMB 
= =a ANP TWO MORE SHALL 
—— WF TAKE ITS PLACE. 
— , l, 4 


\\l 


| jl / 
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THE BANK ACCOUNTS HAVE 
ALL BEEN TRANSFERRED, 
PASSWORDS CHANGED, 

TROUBLESOME 
UTENANTS...ELIMINATED. 


"PHASE TWO HAS 
BEGUN. OUR PEOPLE 
HAVE RECEIVED THE 
SIGNAL TO AWAKEN 

FROM THEIR 
ENFORCED SLUMBER... 
FROM THE IGNOMINY 


OF THEIR SILENCE IN : gta 


THE FACE OF A WORLD 


THAT HAD ALL BUT 
DISMISSED Us. 


"PHASE 
THREE...IS IN 
MOTION." 


% 


WELCOME... 
TO PHASE 
FOUR. 


‘ iC 
FOR THE Se / 
FIRST TIME, AMERICA , THIS AT A 
IS TRULY VULNERABLE. HER Ve /~ TIME WHEN IT HAS 
MILITARY MIGHT |S OVER- Nite, 7 ANNOUNCED ITS 
EXTENDED, HER PORTS AND | DECISION TO END 
CITIES UNDER THE MOST Jf TYRANNY-- off 


FRAGILE OF CARE. 


"--WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING 
THAT TYRANTS, PUT ON 
NOTICE, WILL DO WHATEVER 
IS NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR POSITION.” 


OUR FIRST MISTAKE WAS TO ACT 
TOO COMPLETELY ON OUR OWN. IN THERE IS 
THE WORLD AS IT IS NOW, WE AN OLD SAYING... IF WE CAN 
NEED ALLIES...EVEN IF IN TIME WE THE ENEMY OF MY PROVE THAT WE CAN 
DISPENSE WITH THEM EVEN AS ' ENEMY IS MY STRIKE AMERICA WITH 
WE DID THOSE MEN. e_— FRIEND. IMPUNITY...WE SHALL HAVE 
i ALL THE FRIENDS, ALL THE 
MONEY, AND ALL THE 
SUPPORT WE WILL 
EVER NEED. 


OUR 

SECOND MISTAKE... 
WAS A VIOLATION OF THE 
BASIC TENET OF WARFARE. 
YOU MUST MEET THE FORCE 

OF YOUR ENEMIES WITH 
EQUAL OR GREATER 
FORCE. 


"OUR rr ave HAD MEN OF GREAT POWER, 
REAT STRENGTH. WE, IN ae VANITY 


ape WE a coe ae gel ata Our 
RATEGIZE OUR ENE 


NOW, AT LAST, THE 
PLAYING FIELD IS LEVEL. 
NOW, AT LAST, WE CAN 

OPPOSE THEM. 


NOW, AT LAST, 
WE CAN EMERGE FROM 
THE SHADOWS, AND REBUILD 
THE STRENGTH THAT ONCE WAS 
OURS, THE SHADOW THAT WILL 
ONE DAY FALL ACROSS 
THE ENTIRE WORLD. 


NOW, AT 


LAST, OUR VOICE, 
OUR TRUE VOICE, 
, WILL BE HEARD. 


THUS WE 
HAVE INVESTED THE 
LONG YEARS SINCE OUR 
SLUMBER IN CREATING 
MEN OF EQUAL OR 
GREATER POWER. 


FROM 
THE DARKNESS WE 


WATCHED OUR ENEMIES, Vy 


STUDIED THEIR POWERS, 
THEIR MINDS, THEIR 
WAY OF FIGHTING. 


